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2065 AVH ERI C H2438. 1

HB 2065 - H AMVD 196
By Representative Ericksen

FAI LED 03/ 17/ 2003

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW46.16.230 and 1992 ¢ 7 s 41 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall furnish to all persons nmaking satisfactory
application for vehicle license as provided by law, two identical
vehicle Ilicense nunber plates each containing the vehicle I|icense
nunber to be displayed on such vehicle as by |law required: PROVI DED
That if the vehicle to be licensed is a trailer, semtrailer or
notorcycle only one vehicle license nunber plate shall be issued for
each thereof. The nunber and plate shall be of such size and col or and
shall contain such synbols indicative of the registration period for
which the sane is issued and of the state of Wshington, as shall be
determ ned and prescribed by the director. Any vehicle |icense nunber
plate or plates issued to a dealer shall contain thereon a sufficient
and satisfactory indication that such plates have been issued to a
deal er in vehicles.

(2) Al vehicle license nunber plates ((may—be—-obtatnred—by—the
i : I | i I : : L facili

: . I o o : hi
purchasthg—procedures—)) issued by the departnent after the effective

date of this act nust be flat, digitally printed |icense plates, and
the departnent shall contract wth a private vendor located in
Washington state, or wth the departnent of corrections, for the
manuf acturing of the plates. The digitally printed |license plates nay
include bar codes to facilitate distribution and inventory control
This system nust be in place and operational by January 1, 2004, and
nust be used to produce all license plates issued by the departnent by
no later than June 1, 2004.
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(3) State agencies responding to the departnent's request for
proposal to contract out the manufacturing of the digitally printed
license plates shall make allowances in their proposals to reflect al
taxes and current |abor rates applicable to private sector businesses.

(4) Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the
director may, in his discretion and under such rul es and regul ati ons as
he may prescribe, adopt a type of vehicle |icense nunber pl ates whereby
the sanme shall be used as long as legible on the vehicle for which
i ssued, with provision for tabs or enblens to be attached thereto or
el sewhere on the vehicle to signify renewals, in which event the term
"vehicle |license nunber plate" as used in any enactnent shall be deened
to include in addition to such plate the tab or enblem signifying
renewal except when such plate contains the designation of the current
year without reference to any tab or enblem Renewal s shall be
effected by the issuance and display of such tab or enblem

Sec. 2. RCW 46.16.233 and 2000 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except for those |license plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305(1)
before January 1, 1987, under RCW 46.16.305(3), and to commerci al
vehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds,
effective with vehicle registrations due or to becone due on January 1
2001, the appearance of the background of all vehicle |license plates
may vary in color and design but nust be ((+ssued—oenr—a—standard
backgreund)) legible and clearly identifiable as a Washington state
license plate, as designated by the departnent.

(2) Additionally, to ensure maxinmum legibility and reflectivity,
the departnent shall periodically provide for the replacenent of
license plates, except for commercial vehicles with a gross weight in
excess of twenty-six thousand pounds. Frequency of replacenent shal
be established in accordance with enpirical studies docunenting the
| ongevity of the reflective materials used to make |icense pl ates.

(3) In providing for the periodic replacenent of license plates,
the departnent shall offer the vehicle's owner the option of retaining
the current l|icense plate nunber. The departnent shall charge a
retention fee of twenty dollars if this option is exercised. Revenue
generated fromthe retention fee nust be deposited into the nulti nodal
transportation account.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A one dollar technology surcharge is inposed on the retention fee
provided for in RCW 46.16.233(3), and is also assessed on all special
license plates issued under this chapter. The surcharge remains in
effect until Decenber 31, 2005, at which tinme this section expires.
Revenues generated by the technol ogy surcharge nust be deposited into
t he tenporary technol ogy enhancenent account created under section 4 of
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The tenporary technology enhancenent account is created in the
state treasury. Al receipts collected under section 3 of this act

nmust be deposited into this account. Expenditures from this account
must support |icense plate technol ogy and systens integration upgrades.
Moneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation. Thi s

section expires Decenber 31, 2005. Any funds remaining in this account
after the expiration date nust be deposited into the nultinodal
transportati on account.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall offer |license plate design services to
organi zations that are sponsoring a new special |icense plate series or
are seeking to redesign the appearance of an existing special |icense
plate series that they sponsored. In providing this service, the
departnment nust work with the requesting organization in determning
the specific qualities of the new plate design and nust provide ful
desi gn services to the organi zation. The departnent shall collect from
the requesting organization a fee of one thousand five hundred dollars
for providing license plate design services. This fee includes one
original license plate design and up to five additional renditions of
the original design. | f the organi zation requests the departnent to
provide further renditions in addition to the five renditions provided
under the original fee, the departnent shall collect an additional fee
of five hundred dollars per rendition. Al'l revenue collected under
this section nust be deposited into the tenporary technology
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enhancenent account created under section 4 of this act until such tine

as the financing necessary to inplenent a digital |license plate system
has been paid in full, or until such time as the tenporary technol ogy
enhancenment account expires. After the financing has been paid in
full, or upon the expiration of the tenporary technol ogy enhancenent

account, the revenue collected under this section nust be deposited
into the public safety and education account for the purpose of
providing funding for the crime victins conpensation program
est abl i shed under chapter 7.68 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act takes effect January 1, 2004."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Requires all vehicle license plates issued by the
Departnent of Licensing (DOL) to be flat, digitally printed |icense
pl at es.

The DOL nust contract out the manufacturing of the flat |icense

plates with either a vendor |ocated in Washington state or with the
Departnent of Corrections.

State agencies interested in bidding on the contract to nmanufacture
the flat license plates nust make allowances in their proposal to
reflect all taxes and current |abor rates applicable to private sector
busi nesses.

The standard background requirenent currently inlawis renoved and
is replaced with |anguage allowi ng the appearance of I|icense plate
backgrounds to vary in color and design, as long as the license plate
is legible and clearly identifiable as a Washington state |icense
pl at e.

The DOL is required to offer vehicle owners the option of retaining
their current license plate nunmber and must charge a fee of $20 to do
Sso. The revenue generated by this fee is to be deposited into the
mul ti nodal transportation account.

A $1 technol ogy surcharge is assessed on the license plate nunber
retention fee and is assessed on all special |icense plates. Thi s
surcharge will remain in effect until Decenber 31, 2005, at which tine
the surcharge will expire. Revenue generated by the surcharge nust be
deposited into the newy created "Tenporary Technol ogy Enhancenent
Account" (TTEA).

The TTEA is an appropriated account and expenditures from the
account nust support license plate technol ogy and systens integration
upgrades. The TTEA account expires on Decenber 31, 2005. Any funds
remaining in the account after the expiration date nust be deposited
into the multinodal transportation account.

The DOL nust offer license plate design services to organizations
sponsoring special license plates. The DOL must charge $1,500 for



providing this service, which nmust include one original plate design
and up to five additional renditions of the original design.
Addi tional renditions nmay be provided for an additional fee of $500 per
rendi tion. The revenue generated by providing this service nust be
deposited into the TTEA account wuntil the financing necessary to
inplement a digital license plate system has been paid in full, or
until the account expires. After either of these occur, the revenue
collected for this service nust be deposited into the public safety and
education account for the purpose of providing funding for the crine
victinms conpensation program
This act would take effect January 1, 2004.
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